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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


Nineteenth Volume of THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC we wish our read- 


|* beginning a New Year and the 


ers all the blessing that God can give. 
He can give us all things that are 
“According to your 
By faith 


good for us. 
faith, be it done unto you.” 
the people of God accomplished great 
things in all periods of the world’s 
history. A living faith in a living 
Christ, who is “ever living to make in- 
tercession for us” can do to-day what 
has been done in the past. That bless- 
ing we wish to all our readers this 
“A faithful man shall abound 
and the blessing of the 


year. 
in blessings,” 
Lord maketh rich. 

It has been said that the opposite of 
Christians do not 
The Prince of Peace 


faith is cowardice. 
like cantention. 
has given His people peace; “He is 
our peace,’ and when one is recon- 
ciled with God, the heart desires to 
Our Lord’s 
own example is before the eyes of 


be‘at peace with all men. 


His people, and they wish to walk in 
His way. But ‘the world will not let 
The ruler 
of this world, the prince of darkness, 


them if it can have its way. 


is never quiet. His assaults are con- 


stantly directed against the people of 
God. into 
sin he will try to make them cowards. 


If he cannot lead them 


And yet our Lord said: “Whosoever 
shall confess me before men, him will 
[ also confess before my Father who 
is in heaven.” Many persons fulfil 
their duty in this respect by becoming 
a member of the Church, and that is 
good as far as it goes, but it is not all 
When the Spirit of 
hearts 


that is required. 
God 
that we are children of God we will 


bears witness in our 
be busy about our Father's business 
in many other ways than merely at- 
tending church and fulfilling the ordi- 
nances. The cry of every devoted 
pastor to his people is, Be courageous 
in your faith, yield not to the powers 
of evil and error. 

In the work of this Magazine and 
of Christ's Mission a courageous 
We ask our readers 
to pray for such faith, and as we visit 
them, through this paper, every 
month this year, our hope is that it 
will be in the spirit of Paul, who said 
in his epistle to the Romans: “I am 
sure that when I come to you, I shall 
come in the fulness of the blessing of 
the Gospel of Christ.” 


faith is ‘needed. 
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Salvation by Faith in Christ. 


From the time of the Reformation 
all Christians know that salvation is 
by faith in Christ. 

“What must I do to be saved?” 

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved.” 

Nothing could be plainer or more 
easily understood than such a ques- 
tion and answer. Anyone who be- 
lieves in Christ honestly and sincerely 
is saved. That is the word and prom- 
ise of God. “Come to Me and I will 


There 1S 
sinner who knows 
that he has sinned; and where is the 
person who 


give rest unto your soul.” 


no rest for the 


has not done wrong? 


“If we say that we have no sin we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 


in us.” By our common human na- 


ture all men are sinful. sut if we 
believe that Christ died for our sins 
and Him, “He is 


faithful and just to forgive us our 


confess them to 


sins, and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness.” That is the work of 

the soul. “The 
Jesus 


. Christ Son 
from all sin.” 


God in blood of 


his cleanseth us 

In talking with Roman Catholics 
on this elementary truth of the Chris- 
tian religion, that salvation is by faith 
in the blood of Christ. one is apt to 


hear them say, Oh, that is easy: we 
all believe in Christ. 


“But are you saved?” 

“Oh, I don’t know that I am.” 

“Why? God’s Word is true. Don’t 
you believe Him?” 

“Yes, I believe Him: but ] 
know that I am fit to be saved. I 
ought to do so many things.” 


don't 


“Never mind the doing just now: 
that will come afterward. If vou be- 
lieve God’s Word, if vou have faith 


in Christ, wha died for our sins, and 


truly repent of the evil vou have done, 
you are saved. 
that?” 

“I do.” 


“Then 


Don't you believe 


open your heart and say, 
‘Come, Lord Jesus, have mercy on 
me, a sinful man. I am not worthy, 
but come, Lord, and 1 shall be for- 
given!” 


Simplicity of the Gospel. 

It may surprise those who are ac- 
quainted with Roman Catholic priests 
to learn that it is in some such man- 
ner we deal with priests when they 
first come to Christ’s Mission. How- 
ever learned they might be in the lan- 
guage and literature of the schools, 
they are as ignorant of the way of 
God as the most untutored of their 
people. The learning of this world, 
or the wisdom of this world, or the 
wealth of this world does not bring 
men to the cross of Christ. It is only 
by a repentant mind, a_ believing 
heart, and looking unto Jesus, ear- 
nestly, honestly, sincerely, that men 
are acceptable to God. Any one who 
reads Paul's epistles can see and un- 
derstand this. 
wealth 


The world, by wisdom, 
knew not God. 
‘But it pleased God by the foolish- 
ness of preaching to save them that 
believe.” 


or power, 


No one is more surprised at the 
simplicity of the Gospel than a priest 
who hears it for the first time. Many 
times we have seen the light coming 
into the face as one sat by us while 
conversing on the subject. It is only 
when they begin to talk about the 
Church and the sacraments that the 
light departs and they become con- 
fused. We tell them they can settle 
those questions after they have real- 
ized their standing before God. In 
















most cases when the Gospel is ac- 
cepted and Christ is all sufficient to 
them as a Saviour, they do not con- 
cern themselves about sacraments or 
ceremonies. Not a dozen times in 
all the years we have been engaged in 
this work have we entered into a dis- 
cussion with the priests who have come 
to us either 
mariolatry, 


Transubstantiation, 
purgatory, 
or the sacraments in general. 


on 
indulgences 
One 
does not get nearer to God or more 
like Christ by arguments on theologi- 
cal subjects; it would seem to be al- 
most impossible to have such an ar- 
gument without heat and contention. 

The best way of dealing with Cath- 
olic inquirers, priests or laymen, is to 
keep to the essential truths of relig- 
ion. After they know that Almighty 
God, for Christ’s sake, has adopted 
them into His family, they will laugh 
at their foolish dependence on the 


sacraments, ceremonies and other 
mummeries of the Roman Catholic 
Church. 


ny 


The Priest! The Priest! 


That is the cry of every Roman 
Catholic when there is impending 


danger or death is approaching. A 
pitiful case occurred in Brooklyn this 
month when a frenzied policeman 
murdered his wife. 
Catholics. 


30th were Roman 
The man’s name was En- 
nis. The account in the daily papers 
says: 

“Mrs. Ennis walked backward into 
her own room when commanded by 
her husband, moaning softly all the 
time and begging for her life. Ennis 
followed her and pointed to a chair. 

“Sit said. She sank 
back into the chair. Then she saw that 
there was murder in his face, and that 


there,’ he 


her end had come, for she began 
screaming at the top of her voice. 
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“*Don't kill me without a priest!” 
she cried, ‘For God’s sake, let me 
Oh, Billy, think of the 
You wouldn’t kill me without 
a priest, would you?’ 

“Without a word he fired at her 
with his revolver; and 


have a priest. 
baby! 


died in- 
stantly. Then he ran from the house.” 

It is shameful that the priests of 
Rome will not open their eyes and 


she 


see that the religion they teach the 
people is not the religion of Christ. 
It is a pity that in such an awful thing 
as the relation of the soul to God the 
people should not know that Al- 
mighty God, for Christ’s sake, can 
save their souls if there never were a 
priest in the world. “Whosoever shall 
call upon the name of the Lord Jesus 
shall be saved.” God is no respecter 
of persons in this matter of the soul's 
salvation. Whosoever will may come 
May God 
pity the people who are dependent on 


unto Him and be saved. 


those priests of Rome. 


Help to Circulate the Magazine. 

We hope to send many copies of 
this issue of the Magazine to Roman 
Catholic priests, whose addresses we 
find in the Catholic Directory for this 
year. We are especially anxious to 
reach the younger men who are not 
yet demoralized by the Roman sys- 
tem. We ask our friends to help to 
defray the expenses connected with 
the distribution of an edition much 
larger than the issue required to sup 
our We 
know that many of our readers send 


ply regular subscribers. 
their copies to priests after reading 
them. But we desire to reach a much 
larger number. We have the names 
of many priests on our list, to whom 
the Magazine goes regularly, and we 


know they read it and are benefited Ly 
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it, even if they do not leave the Ro- 
man Church. It is only the best and 
most spiritual men in the Church of 
Rome who read a magazine like this. 
The baser sort would like something 
more that would retail 
scandals and serve up a salacious dish 


sensational, 


that would tickle the sensual appetite. 
Such matter comes to us frequently, 
but it cannot find a place in this Mag- 
azine. The iniquity, corruption and 
deviltry of the Roman system ought 
to be exposed, but respect for our 
readers and pity for the victims of 
that system constrain us to use the 
language of courtesy in dealing with 
it. For this reason many strong Prot- 
estants think the Magazine tame and 
colorless, and will not support it, nor 
will they invite us to: speak at their 
meetings. Dear old Father Chiniquy 
catered to such persons and ‘served 
them with 


strong meat, which we 


hope did them good. But he also 
preached the Gospel, pure and simple, 
and we know that did them good. 


Notwithstanding the daily provoca- 


tion of the Roman agents, especially 
the Jesuits, Paulists and men like 


Archbishop Corrigan, and the strong 
temptation to hit back and bring them 
before the courts for their slanders 
and infamous lies, we shall continue 
the course we have hitherto pursued, 
and which Almighty God has signally 
blessed; and we confidently ask the 
Christian people who have sustained 
us all these years past to continue 
their support. We promise them that 
with the divine blessing the Magazine 
will be more interesting this vear than 
ever before. : 


Our New Mayor. 
Every American is pleased that Mr. 
Seth Low, the President of Columbiz 


’ 


University, has been elected Mayor of 
New York, and that Tammany Hall 
has been ousted from the government 
of the city. Nine-tenths of the Tam- 
many officials were Roman Catholics, 
and too many of them Irish—at least, 
so thought many German Catholics 
and Italians, and other Catholics 
who could not obtain office under 
Tammany. Mr. Low is a member 
and officer of St. George’s Protestant 
Episcopal Church, and a Christian 
man of high standing, besides being a 
man of large wealth. He is one of 
our foremost citizens, and as he is in 
the prime of life, it is probable that 
he will be a candidate for Governor 
of New York State, and perhaps for 
the Presidency. In the appointment 
of officials to serve during’his admit- 
istration he has chosen good men, 
but many persons are surprised that 
he should have appointed a member 
of the Knights of Columbus as his 
assistant secretary. That society is a 
secret organization in the hands of 
the priests, sworn to uphold the in- 
terests of the Roman Catholic Church 
at all hazards. It may be that our 
new mayor will request the gentleman 
to resign from that society, and then 
no harm may be done. But the ap- 
pointment of such kind of Catholics 
to his official staff can add no 
strength to Mayor Low’s administra- 
tion. It will be well to keep an eye 
on the Roman Catholics whom our 
good mayor will place in prominent 
positions in the municipal govern- 
ment for the next two years. There 
will be trouble for Mr. Low if he does 
not be on guard against the German 
Catholics as well as the Irish. They 
want the saloons open on Sunday, so 
do the Jews. To them all let the 
mayor say No! and stick to it. 
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Work for Amétitan Christians. 


A writer in one of our daily papers 
said recently: 

“Into the United States you could 
put Germany, Austria, Holland, Bel- 
gium, Great Britain and Ireland, 
Norway, Sweden, Denmark, France, 
Spam, Italy, Greéce, Portugal, Tur- 
key (in Europe), Switzerland. That 
seems a good deal, does it not? In 
addition vou could pack away inside 
of our United States boundaries 
Palestine, where such important 
things happened; Japan, an impor- 
tant empire in itself; China proper— 
and you would still have in reserve 
our national ranch called Alaska, 
which will feed in time four times as 
many people as now wve in the 
United States.” 

That last statement might be called 
in question as to its prophetic truth. 
But there is no doubt about our ex- 
tent of territory and the vast multi- 
tude that could find a dwelling-place 
within the the United 
States. Surely, there is work for 
Christ in our great country at the 
door of everyone calls. Him 
Lord. faith without work is 
dead. A living faith that makes peo- 
ple alive in Christ makes us 
workers with Him to the glory of 
the Father. 


bounds of 


who 
Our 


co- 


Romanizing the Navy. 


At the New York Methodist Min- 
isters’ meeting, December 29, 1901, 
the Rev. Dr. George E. Strobridge, 
of Stamford, Conn., said there were 
only twenty-four chaplains in the 
United States Navy, and that there 
ought to be a chaplain for every ship. 
Small as the corps of chaplains is, the 
ministers are not well cared for, and 
are even hindered in their work. In 


the discussion that followed Dr. Stro- 
bridge’s address, the Rev. Dr. John- 
son declared that he believed there 
was a movement on foot to Roman- 
ize the navy, and that this movement 
received much encouragement from 
Washington. He also spoke of a 
training ship which he knew of on 
which more than 60 per cent. of the 
apprentices were Protestants. The 
chaplain, however, was a Catholic 
priest, and Dr. Johnson said that he 
had seen a circular from him promis- 
ing the apprentices certain indul- 
gences if they would attend so many 
masses. 

Dr. Strobridge was appointed a 
committee to embody the substance 
of his paper in a memorial which will 
be sent to the President, the Secre- 
tary of the Navy and to every mem- 
ber of both houses of Congress. It 
that President 
“keep an 


is earnestly 
will 


hoped 
Roosevelt 
Rome.” 


eye on 


A New Monthly. 


We are happy to announce that the 
great evengelist, Dr. L. W. Munhall, 
has begun the publication of a month- 
ly paper, “The Word and the Work,” 
for the defence of the Gospel and for 
aggressive Christian work. The first 
number, just issued, is excellent. The 
Rev. William J. Erdman, D.D., and 
other learned and zealous evangelists 
Dr. Munhall himself to 
form a staff of writers that, for bril- 


unite with 


liancy of style, soundness in the faith, 
accuracy of statement and devotion to 
the cause of Christ, cannot be ex- 
celled. “The Word and the Work” 
is only fifty cents a year. We hope 
our readers will send for a copy of 
this new monthly, enclosing stamps, 
to Dr. L. W. Munhall, Germantown, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Christ’s Mission Work. 


Priests continue to call regularly 


at Christ’s Mission for counsel and 


aid. They are discontented and un- 
happy in the Roman Catholic Church, 
and they seek a way out of the priest- 
hood. Indeed, as one of them said 
recently, if they knew what to do after 
leaving their positions in the Church 
of Rome, fifty per cent. of the best, 
the most gentle and most spiritual 
among the younger men would with- 
draw. The older men and those who 
have fat livings are content with their 
material condition, and continue to 
discharge the routine duties of the 
priesthood in a perfunctory manner. 
But conscience pricks the young 
It is not vet seared, and they 


earnestly desire to be 


men. 


honest and 
true. But they have no definite pur- 
pose. They wish to get away from 
the priesthood where they must as- 
sent to many things that their reason 
condemns. More than that, the soul 
is defiled and their manhood degrad- 
ed by the forced compliance with 
practices that are not only supersti- 
tious but base and dishonorable. 

It is an easy matter for the man of 
the world or the man in the street to 
say, well, why don’t they break away 
from such a life! Let them be true 
to their own convictions, be honest 
with themselves, and the world will 


respect them. Such heroics are very 


fine in theory, but when put into prac- 
tice the suffering, the agony is in- 
tense. 


In ninety cases out of a hun- 
dred, priests have learned no business 
but that of priesting. They know some 
Latin and Greek, but not enough to 
qualify them as teachers, unless they 
have been instructors in a college or 
monastery. They can say mass and 
hear confessions and give absolution 


and go through all the mummeries 
of the Roman Church in a mechanical 
way—‘‘Nine-tenths of my priests,” 
said Cardinal Manning in England, 
“are mere absolving machines’”—but 
they can do nothing else. Very few 
are capable speakers. In fact, preach- 
ing is not encouraged among the 
priests. A successful preacher must 
be a thinker, and honest thinking is 
fatal to continuance in the 
Catholic Church. Those who can 
preach acceptably stick to the old 
themes—the power and glory of the 
Church, the sacraments, the exalta- 


tion of the Virgin Mary and saints. 


Roman 


Whatever skill a man may attain in 
such a calling is useless to him when 
he leaves the priesthood. There is 
no parallel in the case of such a man, 
and a Protestant minister who, for 
any cause, retires from the pulpit and 
returns to secular pursuits. In this 
city and all over the United States 
there is a vast number of ministers 
who are editors, teachers, and busi- 
ness men. They are skilled workmen 
in those professions, and many of 
them have accumulated wealth. They 
are ready to help the churches when 
called upon to preach in the absence 
of the pastors. Before entering the 
ministry they had acquired a knowl- 
edge of business which has stood 
them in stead when they 
thought it advisable to retire from the 
pulpit. 

The case is altogether different 
with priests of the Roman Catholic 
Church. This was well expressed in 
the French Parliament last year dur- 
ing the discussion of the measure for 
the regulation of the religious orders 
which afterward became a law that 
compelled thousands of monks and 


nuns to leave France. “I render hom- 


good 












age,” said M. Viviani, one of the dep- 


uties from Paris at the session of the 


Chamber on January 15, 1901—'l 
render homage to the courage 
of those members of the religious 
orders who break their chains. 
Think what force of will is re- 


quired, what disinterested sacrifices 
must be made, by those who, turning 
on their tracks to recall the promise 
imprudently given, attempt to leave 
the convent, monastery and priestly 
life. On the threshold they behold 
the prospect of secular and civil life, 
where the struggle for existence is so 
strenuous, and they ask themselves 
how can they alone, without friends, 
without a trade or profession, take 
part in the struggle.” 

Rev. A. 
Lambert, the distinguished Redemp- 
tionist priest, came to Christ’s Mis- 
from the Roman Catholic 
Church, the Rev. Dr. John Hall, of 
the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, said in a letter to the New 
York Christian Advocate (April 
1894): 

“Ex-priests have not had the ad- 
vantage of such training as would 
make them competent Protestant 
ministers, and there are great diffi- 
culties in the way of their finding ap- 
propriate work. Many of 
them are placed under great difficul- 
ties, and do not know what to do with 


Many years ago when 


sion 


19, 


of them are 
without relatives who could aid them, 


themselves, and many 
and where they have such relatives 
the aid would be withheld because of 
their abandonment of the Church. 
“Tt is, continued Dr. 
Hall, “very difficult for them to come 
out and escape imputation on char- 
acter and the like. 
without 


besides,” 


An educated man 


means and_ without 


any 
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training—save for the position he has 
abandoned—is in a pitiable condi- 
tion, and it would be wise and kind 
to encourage him to utilize the 
knowledge he has gained, and to add 
to it, so as to be a Christian worker 
according to his conscientious convic- 
tions.” 

Many priests have come to Christ’s 
Mission saying they had applied to 
Protestant ministers for advice before 
leaving the Roman Church, but they 
were met with so much reserve and 
coldness that they became discour- 
aged. The truth is, Protestant min- 
isters do not know what to do with 
priests, and after an experience of 
twenty-two years in dealing with 
these men, we do not blame the min- 
isters for their caution. Many of 
them in late years send such priests 
to Christ’s Mission, but they always 
forget to send a check or a ten dollar 
bill to care for the priest until he gets 
a new start in life. Perhaps they had 
not the money to spare, as the de- 
mands on ministers in the city are 
very great, and Christ’s Mission has 
never knocked at their doors to ask 
for aid or requested permission to 
speak in their churches to obtain help 
and co-operation from their congre- 
gations. When it is known that there 
is a wish to learn about the work of 
the Mission the invitation is gladly 
accepted, and some few pastors of 
small congregations who have to 
struggle to carry on their own work 
have been kindly helpful in this re- 
spect. But the great churches where 
there are many rich Christians—well, 
for twenty-two years the work of 
Christ’s Mission has been carried on 
without complaining—a work of faith 
and a labor of love—and we will not 


begin now. Only this ought to be 
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said: Christ’s Mission is the only 
place in the United States where a 
Roman Catholic priest who, on re- 
ligious grounds, desires to leave the 
priesthood and renounce the supersti- 
tious doctrines and abandon the evil 
practices of the Church of Rome, can 
find a welcome and be helped to a 
new and better life; and that the Mis- 
sion is supported solely by the volun- 
tary contributions of those who are 
interested in such missionary work. 
Every priest who renounces Roman- 
ism is a pillar withdrawn from the 
huge Vatican structure that domin- 
ates the greater part of Christendom. 

Though the debt on the Mission 
building has been paid, the friends 
who have followed the work with in- 
terest should not forget that the ex- 
penses of carrying it on continue. It 
may be that some time some zealous, 
devoted Christian will help the work 
in a large measure, but until that time 
comes-—if it work 


ever does—the 


must go on in faith and love. 


The Rev. Dr. Albert B. King, one 
of the trustees of Christ’s Mission, 
preached the sermon in the Mission 
chapel the last Sunday of the old year, 
and, as always, when he speaks there, 
he made an earnest plea for the sup- 
port of such a work as the Mission 
The influence of Roman 
Catholicism is not good, and Prot- 


is doing. 


estant churches and Christian people 
should guard against the bad example 
of Rome. Dr. King’s new book, 
“The Purple and Scarlet Woman,” 
sounds a timely note of warning in 
this respect. 

Mrs. Mary Grant Cramer, whose 
fine address, delivered in Christ’s Mis- 
sion last month, is published in this 
issue of the Magazine, will speak 
again in the Mission chapel Sunday 
evening, January 19. 


HELP CHRIST’S MISSION. 

As Christ’s Mission is an organized 
Missionary Society, duly incorporated 
according to the laws of the State of 
New York, its work will continue as 
long as any other missionary society 
in existence. But it must be support- 
ed by Christian friends, who under- 
stand its purpose, endorse its meth- 
ods and sympathize with the workers 
in the special difficulties that confront 
such a work. There are trials and dif- 
ficulties in all missionary societies, 
but Christ’s Mission seems to be spe- 
It has 
accomplished much good, but, with 
the divine guidance, its best work is 
in the future. 


cially blessed in that respect. 


Hence, Christian 


friends, by their prayers and_ their 
gifts, can confidently take part in the 
work it is doing. 


FORM OF BEQUEST. 

| give and bequeath to Christ's 
Mission, organized in the City of 
New York, the sum of $...... ey 
to be applied to the uses and purposes 
of said Mission. 
be ad- 
dressed to James A. O’Connor, Secre- 
tary of the Board of Trustees, at the 
Mission House, 142 West Twenty- 
first street, New York. 


All communications can 


—_——».-oe——— 


Letter from Brother Mcf aul. 


The first priest that came to us out 
of the Roman Catholic Church after 
we began this work in this city, now 
going on twenty-three years, was the 
Rev. D. F. McFaul, who, two years 
ago, preached the sermon in Masonic 
Temple at the the 
twenty-first anniversary of our work 


celebration of 


in this city. For the last twenty years 
he has been a member of the Wil- 
mington Conference of the Methodist 
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Episcopal Church, and is one of the 
best beloved and best known preach- 
ers in Delaware and Maryland. In 
renewing his subscription for this 
year Brother McFaul writes as fol- 
lows: 

My Dear Brotuer O'Connor: 
Please find enclosed two dollars for 
THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC this year. 
I feel displeased with myself for not 
writing to you more frequently. But 
I assure you not a day passes that I 
do not think of you. I pray God to 
prolong your life for many 
years. 


many 


There is no more important work 
than that in which you are engaged. 
Superstition is the blight of the world. 
How hard to eradicate it! But it will 
go. Romanism cannot thrive in our 
country. The more one knows about 
it the more he feels like execrating 
Whichever 
way you turn it is afways the same 
ungodly mass of deceit and corrup- 
tion. 


the abominable system. 


General Chaffee’s exposure of 
the condition of affairs in the Philip- 
I should like to 


experience of 


pines is startling. 
hear his Romanism 
when he returns home. 

Martinelli is having a rough time 
of it in Chicago and other dioceses. 
He will be kept very busy if he at- 
tempts to teach the priests to behave 
themselves. 

I am glad that you were benefited 
by your trip across the.ocean. But you 
should have paid a visit to Rome, and 
talked to the Pope. I can imagine 
your offering your sympathy to the 
“prisoner of the Vatican,” 
twinkle in 


with a 
your eye. His horns are 
not as long as they used to be; neither 
The old man 
wants to be represented at the coro- 


nation of King Edward in England, 


are they as dangerous. 


and he wants a minister from this 
country at the Vatican. But though 
he will be rebuffed, he will continue 
to claim the earth. 
May God bless you, dear brother. 
D. F. McFAvt. 


——_—_»>--_ @____—_- 


C. C. Cook, Publisher. 


The contract with the Fleming H. 
Revell Company for advertising their 
books in the cover pages of THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC having ex- 
pired at the end of the year, it gives 
us great pleasure to bring before our 
readers in the same pages the pub- 
lications of Charles C. Cook. We 
hive known Mr. Cook for many years 
as an earnest Christian worker, and 
we commend his publications as the 
best evangelical works of the day. 
Our readers can confidently place 
their orders in his hands. Besides his 
own publications he can supply our 
friends with any books they may 
want. Write to him. His address is 
47 Broad street, New York. 

As will be seen by advertisement in 
the second page of the cover, Father 
Chiniquy’s “Fifty Years in the 
Church of Rome” and “Forty Years in 
the Church of Christ” can be had at 
this office. 

We shall be pleased to fill orders for 
Mr. McCarthy’s “Five Years in Ire- 
land; 1895—1900,” price $1.75. This 
is one of the most severe arraign- 
ments of the Roman Catholic Church 
in Ireland ever published. Mr. Mc- 
Carthy is a Catholic himself and a 
learned member of the bar in Dublin. 

Another book that we commend to 
our readers is a new and handsome 
edition of John Howie’s “Scots Wor- 
thies,” published this year in Glas- 
gow, price $1.50. This famous work, 
originally published in 1775, is doubt- 
less in the home of every Covenanter 
family, but it should be in the library 
of every Protestant in America. The 
young people will enjoy it as much 
as their elders, for it is full of stirring 
scenes and is inspiring in its exalta- 
tion of the religion of Protestants. 
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SEED SOWING AND FRUIT BEARING. 


BY MRS. 


[The substance of this article was 
delivered by Mrs. Cramer, in an ad- 
dress at the Sunday evening service, 
in Christ’s Mission. Before begin- 
ning her address she read the fourth 
chapter of the Gospel of Mark, from 
the second to the twentieth verses.] 


ic Saviour was a great 
painter. The  artists’s 


not 


word 
pig- 
ments and brushes were needed 


His 


them, 


pictures: nature 


and “He 


to produce 
furnished who 


spake as never man spake,” set them 


MRS. MARY GRANT CRAMER. 


in a framework of words that made 
them instinct with life and meaning. 
Jesus took the everyday scenes in or- 
dinary life and made them convey 
precious lessons to the hearts of his 
hearers. They were densely ignorant 
of spiritual truths, and to bring them 
within the grasp of His promiscuous 
open-air audéences, He had to illus- 


MARY GRANT CRAMER. 


trate objects of thought by objects of 
sense. They easily understood what 
they saw with their eyes. Hence our 
Saviour utilized this great educator 
among the senses, and the people 
gave eager attention to One whom 
Un- 
der the magic power of His utter- 
ances, the commonest scenes around 


they received as a new prophet. 


them were invested with a meaning 
and an interest that they 


y had never 
Thus parables be- 
came a popular method of instructing 
the people. It is written that they 
heard Him gladly. They instinctively 
felt that 
would 


possessed before. 


He was their friend and 
lead into a_knowl- 
edge of the truth that was able to 


make 


them 


them wise unto salvation. 
Every sermon from His inspired lips 
bore upon this great theme, for it was 
the lesson of all others that they need- 
ed to learn. Our Saviour needed not 
to premeditate; a subject for a dis- 
course was ever at hand; rocks, 
mountains, sky, water, trees, flowers 
and the earth and sea 
could furnish Him with ideas and il- 


lustrations for His 


treasures of 


matchless ser- 


mons. 


One that probably appealed 
to His hearers with peculiar force 
must have been His parable of the 


sower. On this interesting occasion, 


a great multitude had gathered to 
hear Jesus. That He might address 
them to better advantage, He entered 
into a ship, and as He gazed over the 
multitude, His keen but gentle eye 
took in the scene beyond. Probably 
a farmer on a_ neighboring hillside 
or in a field, was sowing seed in the 


loose soil prepared to receive it. In- 
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stantly the rich spiritual lesson of the 
scene filled His thoughts and He 
longed to impart it to those around 
Him, who were like sheep without a 
shepherd. It is probable that His 
hand the di- 
rection of His gaze as He exclaimed: 
“Hearken! 


outstretched followed 


Behold there went out a 
sower to sow.” It was a_ familiar 
scene, having only an earthly signifi 
cance to His hearers, and perhaps 
their curiosity was excited, as they 
wondered what new doctrine would 
this wonderful Man teach them from 
such a commonplace incident as a 
man sowing seed. They had not long 
to wait, as He unfolded the parable 
wrapper and displayed the nuggets ot 
truth within. The gaze of the multi- 
tude must have been riveted upon the 
great Preacher as He proceeded in 
the language that the dullest of his 
hearers could understand. Gazing at 
intervals toward the man sowing in 
the _ field, appropriate these 
words: “And it came to pass. as he 
sowed, some fell by the wavside, and 
the 
voured it up!” 


how 


fowls of the ‘r 


and de- 


They had often seen 


came 


that, but it had not occurred to them 
to look into their hearts to see if the 
spirit of evil had ever snatched away 
the good seed that had been sown 
there. Jesus recognized Satan as 
“the prince of the air,” hence how fit- 
ting to liken evil spirits to the fowls 
of the air that undo the work of the 
husbandman. All alike 


fertile; the stones in some places are 


soil is not 
too numerous to be removed, and a 
portion of grain naturally falls among 
them; the little earth upon them does 
its best to fulfill its mission; the green 
shoots spring up, only to perish, after 
the eastern sun has scorched them. 
Dear frigndertetus-ask ourselves if 
ADV OF 
b) 






this figure of speech applies to us, or 
have we let “the rulers of the dark- 
ness of this world,” be “the fowls of 
the air” that devoured the seed that 
Christ, by His precious teaching, has 
God 
grant that in the future this may never 


been sowing in our hearts? 


be our experience. 

The fowls and the stones and the 
hot sun on them are not the only en- 
emies to the development of the good 


seed. Thorns 


have a_ luxuriant 
growth without effort and they choke 
the seed so that it can yield no fruit. 
Of this class our Saviour said they 
“hear the word, and the cares of this 
world, and the deceitfulness of riches 
and the lusts of other things entering 
in, choke the word, and it becometh 
unfruitful.” We do not have to look 
far to find a confirmation of this state- 
ment; if not in our own hearts cer- 
tainly in the hearts of many in this 
great city. If not so, why is wick- 
edness rampant in some quarters and 
spiritual the 
We have painful 
evidence every day that the cares of 
this that 
multitudes think they have no time 


lethargy  smiting 


churches in others? 


world are so engrossing 


to care for their souls. They can 
work all day for the meat that per- 
ishes, and plan for it on the day we 
are commanded to keep holy. The 
deceitfulness of riches and the lust of 
other things “tempt the large major- 
ity to care and labor far more for the 
perishable things of earth than for 
treasure laid up in heaven, that we 
can possess and enjoy through end- 
less ages.” Oh, the folly of human 


wisdom that leads those 


created in 
the image of God to refuse His best 
gifts, that they may reap the wages of 
sin for the sake of brief worldlv pleas- 
ure, ofttimes mixed with alloy that 
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embitters it. 
of the Lord. 


How different the joy 


tion, even though Satan sends trials 
to offset it. 
Those who have no root in them- 


selves, who quickly lose their joy, 


under affliction or persecution are re- 
garded in the light of stony-ground 
Christians; who receive the Gospel 
message gladly, but soon let go of it, 
when some trial or temptation over- 
takes them. ‘A ball has 


cost a young Christian a fearful price. 


sometimes 


We need to be careful what we weigh 
against theinterestsof ourownimmor- 
tal souls. The divine economy calls for 
the best brand of Christians; yet this 
standard is not so much sought after, 
as it is along worldly lines. If we will 


observe business methods, we can- 
not fail to notice that people insist on 
having the best when they pay for it, 
and even sometimes when they do 
not pay for it. We expect inconsis- 
in the world, but it is sad to 
the 
In the latter, the children 


of the world are quick to note and 


tency 
find it 
kingdom, 


among the children of 


Then the 
is grieved, for Chris- 


comment on this failing. 
Holy 
tians should win sinners and not re- 
pel them. 


Spirit 


Oh, how we need to be- 
ware of the thorns that spring up in 
the Christian’s pathway, and not rush 
rashly 
Last 

Park. 


twenty-six geysers, and 400 boiling 


where angels fear to tread. 


summer I visited Yellowstone 


In the upper Geyser Basin are 


springs. While viewing these a guide 
escorted our party and often warned 
us where not to step, as the thin crust 
was liable to break through beneath 
our tread. This was the case with a 


man we saw there, who thus was 


scalded and had been obliged to re- 
main eight weeks and still had not 


It yields solid satisfac-- 


recovered sufficiently to proceed on 
his way. We profited by his mis- 
take and that of a lady in another part 
of the park, who walked along a nar- 
row ledge that separated two “paint 
pots,” as they are called, and the 
crust gave way and she slipped into 
the thick boiling mass. She was res- 
cued, but died from her injuries. A 
bush marked the place, and there is 
no danger that any one will be so 
rash as to venture across that narrow, 
treacherous path again, when it is 
safe and easy to walk around the 
“paint pots.” Would that we could be 
as sure that people would avoid the 
snares and pitfalls in this world, into 
which tens of thousands of victims 
have fallen and perished, but, alas, 
they are not. 

How many seem to court danger 
and laugh at the warnings of kind 
iriends! We need not go outside of 
this great city or perhaps outside of 
these sacred walls to find abundant 
proof of this fact. Here, from Sab- 
bath to Sabbath, has Jesus the light 
of the world, been presented to the 
spiritual gaze of those who have at- 
tended these services and other reli- 
gious services in this city, but we 
fear that many who have heard the 
Gospel message and had been im- 
pressed at the time, have let it slip 
from their hearts, and thus became an 
easy prey of the adversary, who goes 
about seeking whom he may devour. 
New York is a wide field in which he 
has sown and they have 
wounded feet of the unwary 
cruelly and ofttimes fatally. There 
are dark places in this city where a 
price is set upon beauty and virtue. 
There the thorns are planted thickly. 
There are fairer portions of New 
York, so beautiful that the children 


thorns, 
the 
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of fortune have spent vast sums to 
establish splendid homes in_ these 
localities. It might be 
supposed that here where the people 
walk on velvet that they do not feel 
the cruel thorns. 


fashionable 


But, oh, in how 
many mansions they do! There are 
suppressed groans in human hearts 
beneath the diamonds and costly lace 
on the silken robes, and the dread oi 
a development that will entail dis- 
grace and misery, that in some cases 
make the 
seem but a mockery. 


luxurious surroundings 
There is a con- 
nection between such homes and the 
busy marts of trade and commerce, 
where the thorns are doing their cruel 
work. How can it be otherwise if 
God is crowded out, and other gods 
substituted? 

In business He should be the se- 
nior partner. If this became a univer- 
sal custom, what a revolution there 
would be in the business world! Then 
it would seem fitting to have scrip- 
ture verses in sight, to aid in guiding 
men in their human affairs, but the way 
matters now stand on Wall street and 
other centers of trade, how ridiculous 
and eccentric would it seem to read 
on the walls such verses as these: “In 
all thy ways acknowledge Him,” “He 
who hastens to be rich shall not be 
innocent,” “It is easier for a camel to 
go through the eve of a needle than 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom 
of heaven,” “Lay not up for your- 
selves treasures on earth,” “Love thy 
neighbor as thyself,” etc. 

The thorns in the business section 
of the city antagonize the good seed 
represented by the foregoing senti- 
ments. When a man precipitates a 
panic to enrich himself at the expense 
of many, his love of self is evidently 
stronger than his love for his fellow 


beings. When he falsifies in trade and 
cheats where he can without being 
discovered, he is certainly unduly 
eager to lay up treasure that moth and 
rust can corrupt. When he is watch- 
ing every Opportunity to add millions 
to those he has already accumulated 
he can have no wholesome fear of his 
great riches keeping him out of hea- 
ven. When he follows daily the im- 
pulses of a selfish, grasping nature he 
is certainly not trying to walk in the 
way of the Lord. 

Alas! that people of the world live 
as if they expected to live forever a 
worldly life and never have to give 
an account of their deeds done in the 
body. 

“As we sow, so shall we reap; if we 
the 
workers are 


sow to the wind we shall 
whirlwind 


reap 
.’ Christian 
constantly coming across living wit- 
nesses to the truth of this alarming 
prophecy. lor instance 100,000 per- 
sons in our country annually go down 
to drunkards’ graves. They were 


When they 


began to drink with moderation they 


once young and innocent. 


had no idea that they would ever lose 
the control of their appetites, but this 
came to pass before they were aware 
of it. The drink not 
scare many from their cups; by his 


demon does 
harvest of death, his master, the devil, 
knows how to prevent that. 
ful that we 


It is piti- 
accustomed 
to evil and to human misery; that we 


become so 


are not moved to desperate efforts to 
check the fearful tide that is sweeping 
over our land. | think it would be a 
wise thing for the Pope to forbid his 
followers to engage in the sale of in- 
toxicating liquors, and to threaten to 
excommunicate every Catholic who 
persists in continuing in the business. 
What a blessing would that prove 
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Catholics! 
Then thorns could be bound into bun- 


both to Protestants and 
dles and burnt, and much good seed 
that is now choked would have a fine 
Oh, the cruel thorns 


What 


mischief they have done and are still 


chance to grow. 
that beset human pathways! 
doing! Thorns multiply at a danger- 
ous rate. Considering the result we 
inway naturally expect, it is folly, yes, 
madness, to fold our hands and take 
our ease while such a danger threat- 
ens the community and even the life 
lf the news came that 
had the 
distant as the Orient is from us, 


of the nation. 


the cholera appeared in 


cast, 
we would be quick to take the alarm, 
and devise measures to prevent the 
scourge entering our land, but we are 
not so sensitive to moral danger. It 
is all around us, vet how many, in- 
stead of trom it, 


fleeing actually 


throw themselves into the midst of 


' 


+t 


The dark picture drawn from the 


seaside sermon of our Saviour has a 
Let us turn it over and 
look at the bright side. 


tieth verse we 


silver lining. 
In the twen- 
read: “And there are 
they which are sown on_ good 
ground, such as hear the word and 
receive it and bring forth fruit, some 
thirty-fold, some sixtv-fold and some 
an hundred.” What a beautiful con- 
trast to the unfruitful works of dark- 
ness! If it should be definitely known 
to-morrow morning throughout this 
great city that business transactions 
York 


that would yield such returns as that 


could be done in lower New 
the traveling accommodations would 
be taxed to the utmost and men would 
Yet 


just such opportunities to drive rich 


be frantic to make a lucky deal. 


bargains in the heavenly exchange 


are freely offered and people are as 


shy of them as if a net was spread to 
entrap them. Dear friends, consider 
what a hundredfold means. Thirty- 
told, the lowest mentioned by our Sa- 
viour, holds out a tempting reward 
for those who can appreciate spiritual 
transactions, but none of us can un- 
derstand “the exceeding great re- 
ward” laid up for those who faithfully 
do business for eternity. It is won- 
derful in time, but what it will be 
in the great beyond is too vast and 
too glorious for our finite senses to 
grasp. We can take it on faith and 
our here and the 
blessed anticipation of that which is 


to come, 


enjoy reward 


so that the tired, disap- 
pointed worldlings may envy us our 
joy in the Lord. Oh, that there may 
be candidates here to-night for the 
thirty, the sixty, the hundredfold re- 
ward offered by our Saviour, whose 
Word never fails, but is yea and amen 
to all who believe. 


Oe 


An Enthusiastic Subscriber. 


A very zealous friend writes in the 
letter renewing his _ subscription: 
“THe CONVERTED CATHOLIC is in my 
opinion the best journal in existence 
in its special spirit, for it throws light 
upon the subject of most importance 
to the world. In the beginning God 
instituted ideal brotherhood, and 
thereby man lived in a state of Para- 
dise. Man, however, destroyed it by 
his sin, and God sent his ideal Son to 
this world, who restored it again, for 
ideal brotherhood existed among the 
early Christians, who also practiced 
charity. Men, however, destroyed 
it again when they changed Christ’s 
ideal brotherhood, or Church, into a 
monarchical Church of Rome, and 
made it the hierarchy or the sister of 
the Roman monarchy, and on its 
throne they placed the man Boniface 
who took his seat as a prince of this 
world.” 
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AFTER THIS LIFE. 


NE of our oldest subscribers, a 
physician in Missouri, in a re- 
cent letter says: 

“T have lost my dear, precious wife. 
We lived together for fifty-five vears. 
She was full of faith, hope and char- 
itv. Before her departure she said to 
me: ‘I do not like to leave you, but 
I shall be waiting on the other shore 
for you.’ 

“Now, dear friend, will you please 
inform me where does the soul go 
when it leaves the body?” 

Many treatises have been -written 
on this subject. Let us first see what 
the Word of God says. At the sol- 
emn hour of the Crucifixion our Lord 
said to the thief who was crucified at 
the same time: “To-day thou shalt be 
with Me in paradise.” Read _ that 
chapter (23) of Luke’s Gospel and try 
to realize the solemnity of the occa- 
sion. Our Lord had been condemned 
to death, most unjustly, by the high 
ecclesiastics of the day—‘the elders 
and chief priests and the scribes” — 
and by Pilate, who had to acknowl- 
edge that he had “found no cause of 
death in Him.” He was led to Cal- 
vary and crucified between two male- 
factors, one of whom, echoing the cry 
of the mob, railed on Him, saying, 
“If Thou be Christ, save Thyself and 
us.” 

But the other malefactor rebuked 
his companion in crime, saying: 
“Dost thou not fear God, seeing thou 
And 


we indeed justly; for we receive the 


art in the same condemnation ? 


due reward of our deeds: but this 
man hath done nothing amiss.” 


And he “Lord, 


remember me comest 


said unto Jesus, 


when Thou 
into Thy kingdom.” 


And Jesus said unto him, “Verily, I 


“S 


say unto thee, to-day thou shalt be 
with Me in Paradise.” 

To all believers said 
(John 14): “In My Father's house 
are many mansions. 


our Lord 
| go to prepare 
a place for you; that where I am, 
there ve may be also.” 

The Apostle Paul, in 1 Corinthians, 


know that if our earthly house of this 


v., is very clear on this subject. 


tabernacle were dissolved, we have a 
building of God, a house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 
The Apostle’s words were addressed 
to the Church at “and all 
the saints (believers) who are in all 
Achaia,” and in the United States, 
and unto the ends of the earth. God's 


and 


Corinth, 


people constitute one family, 


when they are absent from the body 
they are present with the Lord. 
Death has been compared to sleep, 


and we say of our loved ones who 
have departed that they are asleep in 


Jesus. 


7 On this subject the greatest 
preacher in our English tongue, Mr. 
Spurgeon, said: 


“Let us not imagine that the soul 
sleeps in insensibility. “To-day shalt 
thou be with Me in Paradise,’ is the 
whisper of Christ to every dying 
saint. They ‘sleep in Jesus,’ but their 
souls are before the throne of God, 
praising Him day and night in Hts 
temple, singing hallelujahs to Himes 
who washed them from their sins in 
His blood. The y sleeps in its 
lonely bed of earth, beneath the cov 
erlet of grass. But what is this sleep?” 
The idea connected with sleep 
“rest,” and that is the thought which 
the Spirit of God would convey to 
us. Sleep makes each night a Sab- 
bath for the day. Sleep shuts fast the 
door of the soul, and bids all intrud- 
ers tarry for a while, that the life 
within may enter its summer garden 
of ease. The toil-worn believer quiet- 
ly sleeps, as does the wearv child 


body 
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when it slumbers on its mother’s 
breast. Oh! happy they who die in 
the Lord; they rest from their labors, 
and their works do follow them. 
They were laid in their last resting 
place, weary and worn, but such they 
shall not rise. They went to their 
rest with the furrowed brow, and the 
wasted features, but they wake up in 
beauty and glory. The shriveled 
seed, so destitute of form and come- 
liness, rises from the dust a beauteous 
power. The winter of the grave gives 
way to the spring of redemption and 
the summer of glory. Blessed is 
death, since it, thro’ the Divine pow- 
er, disrobes us of this work-day gar- 
ment, to clothe us with the wedding 
garment of incorruption. Blessed are 
those who “sleep in Jesus.” 

Let not our dear friend not be trou- 
bled. His dear companion who was 


a faithful Christian here, will meet 
him on the shining shore. He is 
eighty-three vears of age and has 
served the Lord in simplicity of heart, 
trusting as a little child. 


as God’s word is true, there is a place 


So as surely 


for him in the Father's house for the 
life everlasting, with the great multi- 
tude that the 


blood of the Lamb and are praising 


have been washed in 
God iorever and ever. 
———_- o> 
Christians, Not Jews. 
Years ago, when the great evange]- 
ist D. L. Moody was conducting 
meetings in New York, he preached 


in the churches in the lower part of 


the citv, or the east side, as it is 
called. 

In one of the churches Mr. Moody 
had a great audience of working peo- 
ple, plainly dressed, but most atten- 
tive. He expected there would be 
many conversions in such a gather- 
they were not 

Many did not 
respond to his invitation to join in 


ing, for evidently 


church-going people. 


the singing, though cards with many 
hymns had been liberally distributed 
in the church. After an impassioned 
appeal to the wayward and lost, he 
sought to get at the sinners by first 
calling on the Christians present to 
confess their faith. 

“Now,” said he, “before I call upon 
the unsaved in this audience I want 
to know how Christians 
Let everyone 
Christian stand up.” 


many are 


present. who is a 
To his surprise 
and delight everyone in the church 
He looked at the crowd in 
“Well,” said he, “this 
beats Fifth avenue. 


arose. 
amazement. 
I have not found 
in the fashionable 


There are more Christians 


such a response 
churches. 
here than in the uptown districts.” 

As all in the church had arisen to 
profess that they were Christians it 
would have been superfluous to in- 
vite them to come to the after meet- 
ing; so the congregation was dis- 
the pastor of the 
church said to Mr. Moody: 


“T fear you do not understand the 


missed. Then 


conditions down here. There are 


only two classes of people in this dis- 
When 


to arise, 


trict—Christians and Jews. 
the 
everyone who isn’t a Jew stood up. 


you asked Christians 
if anyone remained seated he would 
be accounted a Jew.” 

“Well, how do you get at them?” 
asked Mr. Moody. 

“T ask those who know that they 
are children of God to talk to their 
neighbors about the great salvation 
they have received,” said the pastor, 
“and then I ask those who wish to 
Christians to 
Mr. Moody was impressed. 


become remain for 
prayer.” 
To Jews Catholics say they are Chris- 
tians; to Protestants they are Catho- 


lics. 
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Rome, December 12, 1g01.—The 


papal policy concerning the Philip- 


pine Islands has been determined, 
and will be definitely announced at 
the approaching consistory. The 


Archbishop of Manila has resigned, 
and will not return to the Philippine 
Islands. He has gone to his home 
in Spain. Archbishop Chapelle who 


was sent to Manila as 


apostolic 
His admin- 
istration is disapproved by the au- 
thorities of the Vatican. 


legate, has been recalled. 


He did not 
succeed in pleasing anybody, but be- 
travyed Cardinal Gibbons, violated the 


understanding with President Mc- 
Kinley, refused to carry out the 


policy agreed upon between the repre- 
sentatives of the Church at Washing- 
ton and our Government, quarreled 
with the civil and military authorities 
in the Philippines, and also with the 
Archbishop of Manila and the friars. 
His entire career is sa‘d to have been 
a fiasco, and has di.credited him for 
future responsibilities, although he 
has been permitted to return to the 
charge of his diocese at New Orleans. 
He has left Rome, but will make a 
visit of several weeks to his parents 
in France, and make a pilgrimage to 
the shrine of Lourdes before he sails. 

As explained here, the archbishop 
Was a victim to his own vanity and 
ambition. He had an opportunity to 
distinguish himself such as has sel- 
dom been offered, and if he had car- 
ried out his 


and been 


loyal to Cardinal Gibbons and to oth- 


instructions 


ers who were instrumental in secur- 
ing his appointment, he would have 
stood in a position to command any 
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ROME’S POLICY IN THE PHILIPPINES. 


CORRESPON DENT 





RECORD-HERALD, 






OF 





THE CHICAGO 








But 
after succeeding in releasing himself 


honors appropriate to his rank. 


from the jurisdiction of his benefac- 
tor and patron, Cardinal Gibbons, and 
arranging to report direct to Rome, 
he seems to have - become. possessed 
of a delusion that he could secure his 
elevation to a cardinalate by enlisting 
the influence and support of the mon- 
Manila. 


it was necessary for him to violate 


astic orders of To do this 
his instructions, where quarrels with 
General Otis, McArthur, 
General Chaffee and the Philippine 
Commission could not be 


General 


avoided, 
because they were familiar with the 
understanding between Washington 
and Rome. To make matters worse, 
Chapelle wrote an impertinent letter 
to President McKinley, and then 
went so far as to endeavor to prevent 
the latter's re-election by prejudicing 
the Catholic which 
Mgr. Chapelle wrote to prominent 
laymen in the United States urging 


vote. Letters 


them to oppose McKinley, have been 
forwarded to Rome, and, of course, 
provoked a reprimand. 

The exact cause of the quarrel be- 
tween Chapelle and the Archbishop 
of Manila is not understood even in 
Nei- 


ther of the parties has taken people 


high Catholic circles in Rome. 


into his confidence, but both came 
here about the same time on differ- 
ent steamers, stopped at different ho- 
tels, and had no communication, and 
Nor 
did they see anything of each other 


were not on speaking terms. 


while in Rome, except when they 


were summoned to joint interviews 
Cardinal 


with Rampolla 


and the 
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Pope. Chapelle’s relations with the 
Catholic army chaplains in the Phil- 
ippines were no more friendly, and 
he does not seem to retained 
the respect of even the friars, whose 
interests he endeavored to serve. 
Archbishop Sibaretti has resigned 
from the diocese of Havana and will 
be Chapelle’s successor as apostolic 
legate at Manila, with an additional 


have 


commission of administrator ad in- 
terim of the affairs of the Church in 
the Philippine Islands. His success- 
or at Havana will be Mgr. Bernada 
y Aguilar, now archbishop at Santi- 
ago de Cuba, who will, be appoint- 
ed Metropolitan of the Antilles, and 
thus be given spiritual jurisdiction in 
Porto Rico also. No appointment will 
be made to the vacant archbishopric 
of Manilafor the present. The position 
will remain open because of a radical 
difference of opinion as to the pro- 


priety of selecting an American. A 


policy of delay is urged by those who 
wish to avoid a conflict between the 
two wings of the church over Ameri- 
can affairs. 

Mer. Sibaretti’s instructions are to 
surrender to the government of the 
United States all the 
claimed by the friars in the Philippine 
be re- 


real estate 


Islands, except such as may 
quired for houses of worship, educa- 
tional and charitable eXx- 
pecting the government to pay a just 
indemnity, to be the 


These claims are now in liti- 


purposes, 


awarded by 
courts. 
gation, but it is considered impolitic 
them The 
monastic orders will, therefore, throw 


to contest any farther. 
themselves upon ,the generosity of 


the authorities. They need the 
money more than they need the land, 
and believe they will do better by an 


amicable adjustment. 


Mgr. Sibaretti is authorized to ex- 
crcise his judgment in assigning friars 
to parishes according to the charac- 
ter of the individual and the circum- 
stances of each case, and is advised 
to avoid all collisions with the people 
that will be likely to attract attention 
or disturb the communities. 
derstood that in many parishes the 


It is un- 


people absolutely refuse to receive 
the friars that were set over them in 
Spanish times, and the military au- 
thorities have declined to interfere. 
In such cases the new administrator 
is to find friars who are acceptable, 
and reconcile the parishes as far as 
possible. It is to be a policy of peace 
and conciliation, because the authori- 
ties here realize that the influence of 
the Church in the Philippines has 
been endangered. 

The authorities at the Vatican were 
greatly disturbed by reports concern- 
ing “the extreme Protestantism and 
Americanism” of our new President. 
They have been told that he is less 
amiable than the late President Me- 
Kinley; that he is hostile to everything 
that is Spanish, both because of the 
events which preceded the recent war 
in Cuba, and also because his ances- 
tors suffered persecution under the 
Duke of Alva in Holland. The source 
of these disquieting rumors cannot be 
ascertained, but there is a tone of 
anxiety in all the inquiries made by 
people in the confidence of the Vati- 
can. Roosevelt’s intense American- 
ism is understood, and they realize 
that he will be much more positive 
and determined than President Me- 
Kinley, but their peace of mind has 
been gratefully relieved by the receipt 
of an autograph letter from the Pres- 
ident, and the references to the Phil- 


ippine affairs in his message. I can- 
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not ascertain to whom the letter was 
addressed or whether it was sent di- 
rect to Cardinal Rampolla, but it is 
now in his hands. 

There is even greater anxiety at the 
Vatican concerning reports that have 
reached that 


have 


here 1,600 Protestant 


missionaries been sent to the 
Philippines by the Government of the 
United States. This absurd story is 
doubtless based upon the appoint- 
ment of teachers to the 
Philippine schools, who, the monks 


over there seem to suspect, are sent 


American 


to proselyte the people. Anything in 
the way of an educational movement 
would be disapproved by them, be 
cause they held that education pro- 
motes infidelity; that as a people 
learn they grow away from the influ- 
ence of the Church, neglect their re- 
ligious duties and endanger their sal- 
vation. While it cannot be denied 
that a large majority of the teachers 
sent from the United 
the Philippines are 
the authorities at 


States to 
Protestants, 
the Vatican 
have been assured that they were not 
selected because of their religion, and 
that no inquiry was made concerning 
their faith either before or after their 
appointment. They also have been 
assured that religious instruction in 
the public schools is contrary both to 
public policy and to public sentiment 
in the United States. It is difficult 
for the cardinals to believe these as- 
surances. They cannot understand 
like the 
United States should neglect such an 
oppertunity. 


All these 


or less influence in the shaping the 


why a great government 


things have had more 


papal policy toward the Philip- 
pines, which is intended, first of 
all, to save the Spanish friars, 


19 
if possible. It may be asserted con- 
fidently that under the present admin- 
istration at the Vatican the plan of 
sending young American priests to 
supplant the monks in charge of the 
parish churches will not be consid- 
ered. This was advised by Cardinal 
Gibbons and by other American prel- 
ates in accordance with the wishes of 
President Mckinley. It been 
earnestly urged by Governor-General 


has 


Taft and other members of the Phil- 
ippine Commission, General Otis and 
General MacArthur and by the Ro- 
man Catholic chaplains in the army. 
But there are three reasons why such 
a suggestion is not acceptable. In 
the first place, Spain is a most loyal 
and devoted adherent to the papacy, 
Cardinal Rampolla is a devoted and 
personal friend, and was for years the 
spiritual adviser of Queen Christine, 
while Leo XIII is the godfather of 
the young King of Spain. Therefore, 
they naturally desire to protect the 
pride and preserve the dignity of the 
Spanish nation. In the second place, 
the religious orders, which are largely 
represented by the friars in the Phil- 
ippines, the Augustinians, the Fran- 
ciscans, the Dominicans and others, 
are more powerful at the Vatican to- 
day than they have been for a cen- 
tury, and have sufficient influence to 
control the policy of the Pope in this 
respect. Furthermore, and most im- 
portant of all, the 
“Americanizing” the 


idea of 
Church in the 
enough to 
among the 


bare 
Philippines is create a 
conservative old 
Italian cardinals, who look upon the 
liberality of the American Catholics 
as little short of infidelity. 


panic 


The ap- 
prehension concerning American re- 
ligious aggressiveness in Rome is 
quite as great as that which exists 
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among the commercial interests in 


other countries. There is no greater 
danger to the permanent influence 
the Church than is 


threatened from that very source, and 


and power of 


a suggestion to introduce heresies 
would be no more objectionable.— 
Chicago Record-Herald, December 24, 


IQOl. eacee seiomncaesil lp pcnacenieaaens 


Angry Roman Catholics. 


No more important communication 
from Rome has been recently pub- 
It is 
truth 
has not been called in question by any 


lished than the foregoing letter. 
an historical document. Its 


one except Archbishop Chapelle, and 
that he 
the Pope. 
Independent of 


Roman 


he merely states was not 
snubbed or degraded by 
but the New York 
January 2, 1902, quotes a 
Catholic paper, the Milwaukee Cath- 
olic Citizen, which states that “Rome 
does not change her envoys in the 
midst of the transaction.” 

As will be seen, Mr. Curtis’s letter 

The next 
letter 
Rome, which duly appeared in_ the 
Record-Herald, 
the ire of the Romanists of Chicago 
We 
“amazing,” because Mr. Curtis stated 
only well-known historical facts. The 
Roman Catholics cannot blot out his- 


was dated December 12. 


day he wrote another from 


Chicago and excited 


to an amazing degree. say 


tory. They can suppress it for a time 
and falsify it and distort the truth, 
even as they pervert the truth of God. 
But the facts of history stand out 
bold and clear despite their efforts. 
They could burn and kill the wit- 
nesses of the truth, but the truth still 
Here is the part of Mr. 
Curtis’s second letter which made the 
Chicago children of the “Holy Fath- 
er” furious: . 


remains. 


MANY REAL 
“Rome, December 13, 1901.—The 
Italian parliament has recently passed 
an act for the purchase for $600,000 
of the famous Villa Borghese and its 
collection of pictures, which is the 


POPES PAPAS. 


finest owned by any private individ- 
ual in the world, and the artistic com- 
munity of Rome considers it little less 
than The Borghese 
Villa was erected by Pope Paul V 
(1605-21), whose name was Camillo 


confiscation. 


Borghese, and, although a pope, his- 
tory and the guide-books tell us that 
he was the “founder” of the Borg- 
It was not unusual for 
“found” 


hese family. 
popes to families in those 
days. In looking through the cata- 
logue of portraits in the galleries at 
Florence you will see frequent notes 
to the effect that this and that sub- 
ject was the son or daughter of Pope 
So-and-So. Pope Innocent III is 
said to have had fourteen children, 
and there is an American 
Rome married to a 
Pope Innocent VIII. 
neither here nor there. 
“Paul V He 
was the first pope to wear a beard, 
and was at the head of the Church 
in one of the greatest crises of its 
history, during the Thirty 
War. 


lady in 
descendant of 
But that is 


finished St. Peter's. 


Years’ 


He is buried with his family in 
the beautiful Borghese Chapel of the 
famous Church of Saint Maria Mag- 
giore, which is adorned with precious 


marbles and 


alabasters, plundered 
from the Temple of Minerva, and its 
altar, of jasper and lapis lazuli, is one 
of the most beautiful compositions of 
stone that human hands ever created. 
The center piece is a picture of the 
virgin, believed to have been painted 
by St. Luke.” 

The word pope is papa in Latin, 
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and means a father. It is nothing 
new to students of history that many 
popes were families, 
but it is a new thing to find the state- 
ment made in a daily paper in the 
United States. In Roman Catholic 
countries—Italy, France and even 
Spain—the journals have repeatedly 
published such facts, even as they re- 


“founders” of 


cord daily the crimes of priests and 
monks with other evildoers. But the 
Chicago Catholics could not stand the 
light of history when its glare fell 
upon the head of their “holy father.” 

Accordingly a council of Jesuits 
was hastily summoned, which 
“Catholic Truth Society,” 
and the following appeared next day 
in the Chicago Record-Herald: 

“The officers of the Catholic Truth 
Society have sent us the following 


they 
called a 


communication in regard to the in- 
troductory paragraph to Mr. Curtis's 
letter printed in yesterday’s Record- 
Herald, in which reference was made 
to the fact that certain Italian families 
claim descent from popes of the me- 
dieval times. 


To the Editor: The public was 
shocked and disgusted to read in 
your esteemed issue of this morning 
by your special Roman correspond- 
ent, William Curtis, an attack on the 
reputation of the papacy and of two 
illustrious pontiffs by name. 

This attack is so stupid and so 
grossly calumnious that it is evident- 
ly little more than the wanton fling 
of the most ignorant of bigots. The 
day has long since passed when any 
intelligent student of history accepts 
the insinuations of a Ranke or a Mac- 
aulay as worthy of credence. 

Your correspondent has wounded 
the feelings of all your Catholic read- 
ers and outraged the good common 
historic sense of the public generally. 
As the article in question occupies 
the first column of your first page the 


The letter is as follows: 


2I 


retraction should in all fairness be 
made as public as possible. This 
amend our committee call upon you 
to make in a spirit of manly fairness. 

To strike at the head of the Church 
is to strike at eyery member of it. 

lor the Catholic Truth Society, 

Yours very truly, 
D. R. Bremner, President. 
CHARLES A, Mair, Secretary. 
Tuomas E. SuerMan, Censor. 

Chicago, January 8, 1902. 

“It is needless to say that the Record- 
Herald regrets that Mr. Curtis should 
have incorporated in his letter any 
reference to a matter which has been 
the subject of acrimonious religious 
controversy and was calculated to 
wound the feelings and faith of the 
members of a great Church.” 

For the present let the matter go at 
that. We had not heard of a Catholic 
Truth Society in Chicago, but if their 
truth in other matters be like their 
blustering denial of the facts stated 
by Mr. Curtis the American people 
can afford to laugh at them. Mr. 
Curtis will not be intimidated by such 
tactics. We hope the Chicago paper 
will continue to publish his letters. 
The Sherman who signs the hector- 
ing letter to the paper is a_ Jesuit 
priest, the degenerate son of an hon- 
ored father, the late General William 
T. Sherman, one of the heroes of the 
Civil War. 
Catholic. 


His wife was a Roman 
That prevented him or his 
brother, John Sherman, from becom- 


ing President of the United States. 


a 


Nineteen Priests Accused. 

The case of Father Crowley of Chi- 
cago, who had been excommunicated 
for opposing the appointment of Fa- 
ther Muldoon as coadjutor bishop, 
and making serious charges of im- 
morality against him, as related in 
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the December CONVERTED CATHO- 


Lic, has been settled for the present 
But though Crowley has promised to 
keep quiet, the Catholic laymen of 
Chicago will demand an investigation. 
They believe that what Crowley said 
was true. The following dispatch 
explains their purpose: 

Chicago, Ill., January 1, 1902.—At 
a meeting of Catholic laymen held to- 
day a committee of six was chosen 
for the purpose of demanding of Mgr. 
Martinelli an investigation of charges 
involving nineteen priests of the Chi- 
cago diocese. 

If the plans of the committee are 
carried out the laymen will present 
charges of immorality against the 
nineteen priests and demand an inves- 
tigation,and that punishment be meted 
out to those found guilty of the 
charges. Of the priests involved in 
the charges five or six are among the 
most prominent in Chicago and one 
involved at present a high officer in 
the Catholic Church. The charges in- 
clude those made by Father Crowley. 
In addition to these are others, grow- 
ing out of the alleged misconduct of 
priests since the elevation of Bishop 
Muldoon. 

There is no doubt but the Roman 
Catholics in the United States are in 
a bad way spiritually. They are de- 
pendent upon these priests for abso- 
lution and the forgiveness of their 
sins, without which, they have been 
taught, they cannot go to heaven; 
yea more, they go to the other, the 
bad place, the place of fire and brim- 
stone forever and forever. How any 
decent man or woman can confess to 
those priests and open their hearts to 
such sinful men is one of the myster- 
ies of human nature. Those people 
are in dense ignorance of the religion 
of Christ. They are as deep in spiritual 
darkness as any “heathen Chinee.”’ 

“Come out of her, my people, saith 
the Lord God.” 


Priests Everywhere the Same. 

Besides what appears in the press 
almost every day regarding the 
crimes of priests, information comes 
to us very often from Catholics about 
the “goings on” of the priests in 
Greater New York. They usually 
want us to “expose” such cases, but 
we send them to Archbishop Corri- 
gan, and when they say it is no use 
to go to him, then we advise them to 
come away from the whole crowd of 
evil doers and learn another and a 
better way of saving their souls. We 
tell them what the Christian religion 
is, and how God can save their souls 
if there never were a priest or pope 
in the world. 


But, though we do not usually ad- 


mit to our columns the “record of 
crime” of priests, we make room this 
month for the following article that 
appeared in 
paper, The 
Dublin. 


Father Connellan’s 


Catholic, published in 


WICKED IRISH PRIESTS. 


No class of men known to us are 
more ready to fling charges of im- 
morality than the Irish priesthood. 
The other day when the Rev. T. Con- 
nellan was holding a mission in Lim- 
erick, a mutton-headed numskull, 
who is now one of the Limerick Jesu- 
its, wrote a filthy libel, and sent it on 
a post-card. It will be in the recol- 
lection of most of our readers how a 
priest named Filan, who afterward 
died from drink, set on a filthy beg- 
gar-woman to defame Mr. Connellan, 
whose work was beginning to press 
Rome a little. Michael Drummond, 
K. C., and Mr. Timothy Harrington, 
with a local solicitor, named M’Mor- 
row, were all retained by the beggar- 
woman in receipt of out-door relief. 
When the case came before a jury, 
four of whom were Roman Catholics, 
it took them just three minutes to 
scout it out of court. Yes, the Ro- 
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man clergy in Ireland are very ready 
to cast dirt. There was a time when 
we did not understand the reason, but 
St. Paul has given us a key—‘‘Unto 
the pure all things are pure; but unto 
them that are defiled and unbelieving 
is nothing pure; but even their mind 
and conscience is defiled” (Titus i., 
15). And yet there are no men under 
the sun upon whom the rule, “An eye 
for an eye,” would bear harder. 

We remember how the Rev. Dom- 
inick O’Grady, of Achonry diocese, 
ran away to America with a young 
girl, and then shot her in the streets 
of Cincinnati. A priest from the dio- 
cesé of Meath was up before Mr. Ma- 
hony “in camera,” about a gold watch 
stolen from him in a brothel. Now 
the whole district about Ravensdale, 
in the diocese of Armagh, is talking 
upon the escapades of another “holy 
father,” to wit, the “Rev.” John Dig- 
nam. Many people read the follow- 
ing advertisement in the /rish Times 
during several days in early October: 

“Missing.—Girl, aged about 16, but 
looks younger, brown hair, dark eyes, 
dressed in blue cloth costume; last 
seen leaving Amiens Street Station, 
Dublin, about 5.30 A.M., on Septem- 
ber 27, accompanied by tall, slight, 
dark woman, and man, dressed as a 
priest, but with red shawl round his 
neck; short, round face, fair hair and 
complexion; all three on_ bicycles. 
Handsome reward will be given for 
information leading to recovery.— 
Alex. Wilson and Cowie, Solicitors, 
14 Cook street, Liverpool.” 


Thereby hangs a tale. 
constable at 


A police 
sallymascalon, near 
Ravensdale, County Louth, lived in 
lodgings with his wife and her niece. 
The latter is the young girl referred 
to in the above advertisement, while 
the man with “short, round face, fair 
hair and complexion, and with a red 
shawl round his neck,” the 
“Rev.” John Dignam. 

It seems that on the night of Sep- 
tember 26 the police constable, who 


was 


was on duty, noticed a light in his 
lodgings. He knocked at the door, 
and after some time was admitted by 
his wife, who was only half dressed. 
The police constable stumbled over a 
pair of men’s boots in the passage; 
found also a strange bicycle on the 
premises, and ended by discovering 
the “holy father” under his wife’s bed. 
What happened afterward we are not 
in a position to state, but the 
“Father,” lady, and lady’s niece drove 
to Dundalk, and, as stated in the ad- 
vertisement, came to Dublin. They 
put up at a hotel at Park-gate street, 
had three cycles with them, and had 
a most enjoyable time for several 
days, until the “Father” got an at- 
tack of “delirium tremens.” Then 
his sister came and put him into a 
maison de sante. There are even 
darker colorings in the picture than 
those we have given, but surely it is 
bad enough as it stands. 

The police constable (for the good 
of the Church) has been transferred 
to an obscure station in County Kil- 
kenny. The Rev. John Dignam, 
when he has shaken off the “Blue 
Devils,” will, no doubt, be sent to 


Mount Melleray to “do penance,” 


after which his sphere of operations 
will be altered, and he will be sent to 
some other district to hear the con- 
fessions of modest young girls, and 
instruct married ladies in the con- 
fessional respecting their duties to 
their husbands. 

What an awful record that is about 
Irish priests; and it is only a small 
part of the whole story. What is true 
of the priests in Ireland could be mul- 
tiplied about the priests of Rome in 
other countries—Italy, France, Spain, 
Mexico and South America, and even 


the United States and Canada. 
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Priests are a bad lot—all of them. If 
there are a few decent men here and 
there in the Romish system, they 
should get out of it. There is only 
one Priest, the fairest of ten thousand 
and lovely. To Him 
should they come to be made children 
of God, to walk in the way of righte- 


ousness. 


altogether 


ee 


Priest Attacks Protestants. 


In St. Patrick’s Cathedral on New 
Year's the Rev. Henry A. 
Brann, D.D., rector of St. Agnes’s 
Roman Catholic Church, this city, 
made a bitter attack on Protestant 
ministers and the institutions of learn- 


Day, 


ing in the United States, in contrast 
with the teachings of the Roman 
Catholic, which he said were always 
the same. He said, to quote the New 
York Tribune of January 2, 1902: 
“Agnosticism and scepticism colored 
many of the sermons delivered in the 
pulpits 


by ministers of supposed 


Christian faith. He spoke also of the 
‘misguided intellects’ in many uni- 
versities and colleges. The teachings 
of Voltaire and Montaigne, and the 
utterances of such men as Crispi and 
Waldeck-Rousseau were not in har- 
many the truth as 


the infallible Church.” 


with known to 

Father Brann was elected to mem- 
bership in the Union League Club 
some time ago, and his knowledge of 
what is preached in Protestant pul- 
pits and taught in Protestant colleges 
is doubtless derived from his inter- 
course with a certain class of mem- 
bers in the club, politicians and men 
of the Protestants 
only because they are not Catholics 


world, ‘who are 


or Jews. Needless to say such men 
are not representatives of Protestant 
Christianity. But it is with them that 


Roman Catholic priests like to asso- 
ciate when they have the opportunity. 
Those gentlemen should know, how- 
ever, what use the priests make of 
their jocose or flippant utterances on 
religious subjects. In political and 
social clubs discussions on religious 
questions are usually forbidden, if not 
by express law, at least, by the canons 
of good taste. But the priests of 
not consider themselves 
bound by such rules. Hence, they 
seek every opportunity of advancing 


Rome do 


the interests of their Church where- 
ever guileless Protestants will permit 
them. 

There are very few Roman Catho- 
lics in the Union League Club. The 
late Professor Vincent Botta, of the 
New York University, was 
president of the club at the time of 
his death, some years ago. He was 
a Roman Catholic priest in Italy in 
his early manhood, but he renounced 
the priesthood when he came to this 


vice- 


country and became a member of the 
Presbyterian Church. 

will 
Union 


Father Brann, it is hoped, 


learn good manners at the 


League Club, and he might meet 


some Christians there who would tell 
him that not all Protestant ministers 
are agnostics. As he is on the com- 
mittee on books and periodicals, we 
trust he will not exclude THe Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC from the reading- 
room of the club. If he should, we 
hope to hear of it. 


en 
A Pennsylvania subscriber thus 
concludes a letter recently received: 
“T wish vour Magazine every success, 
and trust it may be the means of lead- 
ing many out of darkness. I always 
send my Magazines to priests and 
hope they read them. ae 
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FATHER O’CONNOR’S LEITERS TO CARDINAL GIBBONS. 


SIXTH SERIES 


New YorK, January, 1902. 


Sik: In beginning a new series of letters.to you, I wish to say something 


that will be helpful to priests, especially the-young men who are in bondage to 
your Church. Many of them will read this Magazine this month, and as 
one who had been in a position like theirs, even though it be many years 
since, | wish to have a conference with them. I make no apology for doing 
so in the form of a letter to you. I like this stvle of writing best, and so 
do my readers, and that is sufficient. 

Not long ago a priest wrote to me saying he was sick and tired of the 
Roman Catholic Church and hated the priesthood. What would I advise him 
to do? He did not want to get married, as the Jesuits say every priest does 
when he leaves the Church of Rome. You know they say Martin Luther 
started the Reformation in the sixteenth century in order that he might take 
unto himself awife. But, my dear priests, you know well that if he had been 
animated by merely sensual motives he need not get married. The confessions 
of your brother priests that you have heard, and who have no expectation of 
reforming, have revealed to you a state of things that cannot be spoken from 
the housetops. They would not look well in print, in the English language, 
but you have them in Latin, in the moral theology of St. Liguori and other 
famous Roman writers, and you know all about this matter. If the monk, 
Martin Luther, inaugurated the Reformation in order to get a wife, I wish 
one of you would get married now and start another reformation. It is 
needed, and the man who did what Luther accomplished would be honored 
and immortalized as he is. The whole world would rise up and call him 
blessed. 

But this priest who wrote to me did not want to get married, and he 
asked me for advice as to the course he should pursue in withdrawing from 
the Roman Church. He was a voung man of thirty, intelligent and of good 
character. He had been a priest for nearly seven years, and was pastor of a 
good congregation in a large town. He sent me copies of the local papers 
which spoke very highly of his sermons and the good work he was doing in 
his church. The papers brought to my remembrance some incidents in 
my own life as a priest, more than a quarter of a century ago, when similar 
kind words were said of my efforts to do good among the people who 
called me their spiritual father. A smile came to my face as I thought of 
those days, and my heart warmed to the young priest who was held in 
respect by his own people and the community at large, and I resolved to 
help him in every way I could. 

We corresponded for several months. Until he was ready to leave | 
suggested that he should study the New Testament—he had been a reader of 
THe CONVERTED CaTHo.ic long before he wrote to me—and made-up his 
sermons out of it. Scriptural preaching would be a novelty to his people, 
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and some of them might think he was going to “turn Protestant.” I had an 
experience of that kind in the case of another priest, who eventually did 
“turn Protestant,” after about half of his congregation had complained to 
the bishop that their pastor was preaching Protestant sermons. The good 
man had not said a word against the Pope or the saints or the Church, or 
even against purgatory, as Father Zurcher of Buffalo did a few years ago. 
That priest was also a reader of THE CONVERTED CaTHOLIC, for which a 
neighbor of his, a physician, had subscribed, and he got good material for his 
evangelical sermons in many articles in it. He was a man of mature years, 
who did not like fighting, and so when the bishop came to his church to 
denounce the preaching of Protestant doctrine, the poor priest retired. 

My correspondent, the young priest, attempted to preach sermons with- 
out reference to the Virgin Mary or indulgences or any other of the dis- 
tinctive doctrines of the Roman Church. But he said he could not continue 
in that way; he was unhappy; he had no heart in his work, though he hon- 
estly administered the sacraments as occasion required. In this, he was 
unlike another priest who told me that for several years he had not pro- 
nounced the words of consecration-—‘Hoc est enim corpus meum’—“This 
is my body“—when saying mass, nor did he give the absolution in the pre- 
scribed form when-he heard the confessions of the people—‘Ego te absolvo 
a peccatis tuis”—“I absolve thee from thy sins.” I asked him what he did 

av on such occasions, and he replied, “Oh, I muttered some gibberish— 
mum-mum-mum-mum, and got through with it in that way.” And he was 
the parish priest of a congregation of honest people. He said he was not 
alone in that kind of humbuggery. and he knew of other priests doing the 
same thing. I would fain not believe him, but I could not doubt his tes- 
timony regarding himself, and his actions corresponded with his statement. 
But the priest who sought my advice was not of this stamp, and so I indi- 
cated what course I thought best he should pursue. 

First. If he desired to continue in the ministry I would put him in 
communication with clergymen in his town, who would instruct him and 
facilitate his entrance into a Protestant Church. 

Secondly. I offered to go to him and stand by him while he declared his 
sentiments to his congregation, that he no longer believed in the doctrines 
of the Roman Catholic Church or in the efficacy of its sacraments to save the 
soul, and that if they wanted him to remain with them he would preach 
the religion of Jesus Christ. 

Thirdly. If he found either of those courses impracticable, I advised to 
send his resignation to his bishop, giving his reasons for taking such a 
step in dignified, courteous language, and read that letter to his congregation, 
or have it published in the local papers simultaneously with its reception by 
the bishop, and then come to me to New York, where he would receive a 
hearty welcome. 

1 am sorry to say he did not take my advice in any of the courses I 
pointed out to him, but after an interval of several months he came to New 
York and introduced himself as my correspondent. When asked if he had 





The Converted Catholic. 


resigned or notified his congregation that he was leaving his parish, he said 
he had not informed any person. I was the first and only one to whom 
he had communicated his intention of leaving his Church. He said he did 
not know whether he could trust the ministers, as none of them had ever 
spoken to him on religious subjects, though they were very friendly in 
social intercourse. If he had told his congregation there would be a big com- 
motion and he could do nothing with them in the way of changing their 
faith. He even apprehended violence from some fanatics among them who 
were spies of the bishop, to report whatever transpired in the parish. This 
I knew to be true, and every priest knows that there are such persons, women 
as well as men, in every parish in the diocese, who regularly inform the 
bishop of all that is going on, especially the shortcomings of the priests and 
the antics of the nuns. You know well what I mean, Cardinal. 

So this young priest lacked courage to make a record that would serve 
him in his future life. I tried to help him, but he drifted into secular life, 
where he is lost in the rush of business, so far as his religious experience is 
concerned. 

Another priest in one of the large cities of this State called on me to 
inquire as to the outlook for men like him who wished to leave the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

“| will come to you in a month,” said he, “if you will get me a Protestant 
congregation.” 

“Why not come now?” I asked him. “You tell me you have no faith 
in the doctrines of your Church and that you are disgusted with the manner 
in which everything is conducted there—religious ceremonies, superstitious 
practices, trafficking in sacraments, grasping at power, and so on. Before 
coming to see me you made up your mind as to all these things. Now that 
you are here, why not remain? You can stay with me as long as you please, 
and if you have faith in God, He will provide a place that you can fill. But 
you must be honest and trust Him with a clear conscience.” 

“Oh,” said he, “I thought you could get us Protestant congregations if 
we left the priesthood.” 

I explained to him that Protestant congregations selected their own pas- 
tors after due trial and the most careful investigation as to ability and charac- 
ter. Even as a missionary he would have to undergo a strict examination as 
to capacity and religious experience. I would help him to prepare for such 
work, and his life would be an agreeable one while learning. I told him of 
several priests who had taken this course and who are now honored ministers 
of the Gospel. As soon as they realized that their faith in the Roman system 
had departed, they left it immediately. 

“That is very hard,” said he; “it is a great sacrifice.” 

The Christian life is a sacrifice to the natural man, I told him, but God 
gives grace and strength to make that life sweet when we are honest with 
Him. “My yoke is easy,” said the Saviour. 

This priest was greatly affected, and though he did not leave the Church 
of Rome then, I believe it is only a question of time when he will do so. 

Yours truly, 
James A. O'Connor. 
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A YEAR IN ST. MARGARET’S CONVENT. | 


BY P. H. C. 


CHAPTER IV. 


“Oh, you will get used to it. They don’t allow Protestant Bibles here, 
and we are just as well off, I suppose; for at the Convent they did permit us 
:o take our Bibles te the chapel sometimes, but it was all a favor, and those 
who commenced it soon dropped it; for what girl would read her Bible with 
all the performances going on before her? For my pari, I don’t know what 
is true, and what is not, so I do as they say; although it was hard at first 
to go down on my knees before a figure of the Virgin.” 

“Why had you not learned your own religion before you came here?” 

“Yes, I thought I was a Protestant, but then I was so young, and I 
heard so much said against Protestantism here, that, as I said, I don’t know 
what to believe.” 

“Why did you come here so young?” 

“My mother died,” answered the lively talker, a shadow darkening her 
face for a moment, ‘“‘and father married again. I suppose I was in the way, 
for I was soon sent here.” 

“Poor child!” said Marcia, “no mother! I am thankful I have one, and 
have been better taught.” 


The result was as Harriet predicted: the Bibles were not forthcoming, 


and the girls “got used to it.” 

The days passed on, but as the novelty wore off, Marcia, Lucy and 
Grace found themselves ill-satisfied. Marcia looked contemptuously upon 
the lessons which, she said, “any child could learn,” and which by no means 
filled up her time; while Grace experienced a general feeling of disappoint- 
ment and disgust, and was only restrained from writing to be recalled home 
by a consciousness that she deserved the punishment for her wilfulness. 
Grace had often before borne quite heroically the evils this verv wilfulness 
had brought on her. Nor was she insensible to the untiring efforts of the 
ever kind and affectionate Helen, who, having become accustomed to the 
things which were so annoying to the new pupils, strove to render them as 
little offensive as possible to her friends. Grace was not at this time aware 
of a fact she soon learned; namely, that no letter was sent from the Convent 
nor any delivered to a pupil, until inspected by the Superior, and also by 
Sister Viatica; thus all confidential intercourse between pupils and parents 
was prevented. 

“Where are you going, girls?” asked Marcia, as they came from breakfast 
on Sunday. 

“Why, of course, to the study-room; we have to study an hour.” 

“The Bible?” 

“Oh no, our lessons for fo-morrow.” 

“] léarned my lessons yesterday—-we surely need not take Sunday 
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study our week lessons. I thought it strange there was no general studying 
last evening.” 

“It is the rule here,” replied Helen. 

“What next?” asked one of the new pupils, when study hour was over. 

“Letter writing. Do you not wish to write to somebody?” 

“Do the Sisters permit letter writing on Sunday?" exclaimed Marcia, 
in surprise. 

“Oh ves, the rules. require it.” 

“This is a strange religious Community: why, I should as soon think 
of taking out my sewing.” 

“T thought so, too,” said Helen, when I came here, and it was long 
before I could think it right, but the Sisters say it is not wrong, so now 
I write to papa, and indeed nearly all the correspondence of the Convent 
is done on this day.” 

“We have never been permitted to write letters on Sunday,” said Marcia. 

“IT remember,” said Grace, “hearing Uncle Robert say, that writing 
ordinary letters to friends on Sunday was robbing God of a portion of the 
time He has appointed for His service: he said, in writing to .give or ask 
religious instruction, the case was different.” 

“What shall we do. now that lessons and letters are dispatched >" queried 
Marcia. “we have no Bible-class, no Bible.” 

“We may chat and tell stories,” answered one, “or ——-” 

“Get books from the library,” interposed Helen. 

“It is scarcely Sunday reading you get there, I think, judging by the 
book I saw vou have,” said Marcia, “but I suppose we must employ the 
day in sinning some way.” 

“Always provided the eve of our angel is upon us,” added Grace, as the 
little bustling figure of Sister Victorine approached, and joined the group. 

“What is it, girls? 

“We were iust discussing how we should spend the hours before din- 


ner,” said Marcia. 

“Have vou finished your letters ?” 

“We did not wish to write letters,” answered the young lady, “but saw 
the other girls write.” 

‘Ah, well, vou have all been to mass. The Holy Virgin protect you the 
rest of the day! Amuse yourselves as you like.” 

“We don't like to amuse ourselves,” said Grace, afraid to trust Marcia 
to answer, “we would rather employ ourselves more suitably to the day.” 

“Well, there is the library; you will find Sister Viatica there.” And 
the girls moved on. 


“Perhaps,” she whispered, as Grace lingered, “as you would like to spend 


the day piously, you would go with me and say some prayers to the Blessed 
Virgin in the chapel. I'll get you a rosary.” 

“No, no, thank you,” and Grace joined her companions as quickly as 
possible. 
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To the library they went, and Sister Viatica kindly undertook to select 
the reading. 

“Here is ‘The Monastery,’ handing a volume to Marcia, “a beautiful 
book, I assure you.” 

“Thank you, but father never allows me to read romances on Sunday.” 

“Well, here is something devout, ‘The Life of St. Theresa,’ written 
by herself.” 

Neither did Marcia fancy that, but politeness forbade farther objection, 
and she and her companions were soon seated, each with a book which their 
respective parents would have been ill-pleased to see in their hands. What 
indeed, suitable for a Protestant girl, could be expected here, where every 
thing was carefully excluded but such works of literature, devotion, or 
romance as taught or recommended the peculiar dogmas of Rome? 

On entering a room appropriated to the girls in the afternoon, they en- 
countered a scene for which even the morning’s avocations had not prepared 
them. Half a dozen girls were seated around a table, eagerly engaged in 
a game of cards. 

“You cheated, Nora!” “I declare I did not!” “I won't play if you do 
such mean things!” “I'll tell Sister Celestine!” were some of the exclama- 
tions which met their astonished’ ears, while little Bettie Campbell was seated 
at Sister Celestine’s feet,earnestly and quietly seeking, with a pack of cards, to 
divine her future life. An open book lay on the nun’s lap, the large cross 
suspended from her neck marking her reading place as she gazed in appar- 
ent indifference on the scene before her, unmoved by the vociferous and 
unseemly epithets which caused the new comers to recoil in indignant 
surprise. 

Not many months had passed, however, before all qualms of conscience 
about Sunday occupations were silenced, at least so far as to allow our young 
friends to join the letter writers or the story-telling club, or any of the various 
clubs except that for cards, for Sunday amusement, with which the Convent 
abounded, as a matter of course. So facile is youth, so susceptible to the 
contagion of evil example, particularly when strengthened by the voice of 
authority. “Are we wiser than our teachers?” is soon the insidious reason- 
ing of the sin-loving heart, when some questionable pleasure is proposed. 

“Won't you join our circle?” asked Kate Harper, approaching Grace as 
she sat conning her lessons. 

“What circle? I already belong to your classes.” 

“Oh, but I mean our circle of study.” 

“T do not understand you.” 


“Well, I suppose not, you are a Protestant; but still, you might join 
us; we all agree to say so many prayers to the Blessed Virgin, and they all 


go together ‘to—to—— 
“One lump,” suggested Grace, laughing. 
“Yes, and the Virgin helps us in our lessons.” 
“How do you know that the Virgin helps you?” 


“Why, because—the Sisters say so, and we know our lessons.” 
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“Sometimes,” interposed Grace, “but I suppose you study your lessons 
sometimes.” 

“Yes, and you always study yours, I believe, for you always know them.” 

“But I never pray to the Virgin; and it would be useless for me to 
join your circle, for I do not believe the Virgin can hear the prayers addressed 
to her.” 

“Oh, well, but you could say them,” said Kate, “and that would do.” 

“Mrs. Hackley used to tell us,” rejoined Grace, “that we should ask the 
blessing of Ged upon our studies, as well as upon every thing else that we 
undertake. Oh, I wish you could have heard her talk, Kate, she was so 
wise and so good.” 

“Why then did you leave her?” asked her companion. 

“Because,” answered Grace, closing her eyes for a moment, as to exclude 
a painful vision, “because 

“Here comes Lucy Chamberlain,” exclaimed Kate hurriedly, “won't 
you join? I shall not ask her.” 

“You had better; a mischievous twinkle banishings the sober sadness 
and the moistened lashes of the preceding moment. 

“Better what?” asked Lucy, catching the last words. 

“Kate wants us to join her circle of study,” answered Grace, demurely. 

“For what purpose?” 

“To pray to the Virgin to help us to learn our lessons.” 

Lucy turned her large eyes wonderingly on Kate. “Oh, it is not my 
circle particularly,” said that young lady, a little abashed, “all the girls, with 
the exception of a few of the Protestant pupils, belong to it; did you never 
hear of the Sodality ?” 

“You unite to pray to the Virgin for help in the lessons?” 

“Yes.” 

“Well, that accounts for the lessons being so badly recited here; you 
expect the Virgin to learn your lessons for you, and she, blessed saint, never 
hears or knows a word about it. Why, my dear, the Virgin is not God, to 
hear in every place at once.” 

Kate looked first angry, and then bewildered, at Lucy's pleasant man- 
ner and hard argument; she turned to go, not knowing what to answer. 

“Your circle may pray to the Virgin,” added Lucy, “and Grace and I will 
study our lessons, and see who keeps ahead.” 


(To be continued.) 


———_-~»s- 


Rome in Washington. the country, the Senate and House of 
Representatives were largely repre- 


Cardinal Gibbons was the guest of 

. r > > ) ities , Aes , 

honor at a great banquet in Wash- sented, Politically and socially 

ington this month, when the diplo- Rome is dangerously powerful in 
matic corps, the great financiers of | Washington this year. 
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Our Serial Story. 


We have received letters 
from our subscribers showing a keen 
interest in the true story, “A Year in 
st. 


many 


Margaret’s Convent,” which is 
appearing as a serial in this Magazine 
and will be continued every month this 
year. A distinguished lady whose 
time is fully occupied by invitations 
to religious and social meetings and 
by a large correspondence said after 
reading the chapters in the Decem- 
ber issue: “I wish you would print 
more of that story every month; it 
is lascinating. I seem to know the 
characters represented. It is true to 
life.” 


We shall give as much of it as pos- 


sible every month. It may interest 
our readers to know that the author 
of “A Year in St. Margaret’s Con- 
vent” has moved in the highest cir- 
cles in Washington for more than 
thirty years, and has been in intimate 
relations with all that is best in the 
public and private life of the capital 
of the nation, political, diplomatic, 
religious and social. And for nearly 
twenty years this distinguished writer 
has been a friend of the editor of this 
Magazine and a supporter of Christ’s 
Mission. Therefore we can commend 
our serial to our readers on the high- 
est grounds and with the best know!- 
edge. Back numbers containing the 
first chapters can be obtained by new 
subscribers. 
Protestant parents who send their 
children to convent schools should 
read this story. We hope our friends 


will place the Magazine within reach 
of such persons. It is doing good 
missionary work to enlighten Pro- 
testants on the schemes and plots of 
the Roman Catholic nuns who lay 
snares for the young in their convent 
schools. 
———> og 


An Excellent Premium, 


We shall continue to send “The 
Purple and Scarlet Woman, and Her 
Relatives,” by Rev. Albert B. King 
as a premium for one new subscriber 
to THE Converted Caruo.ric. The 
book is worth a dollar, and we hope 
the Magazine is worth a dollar. At 
least many of our subscribers say so; 
and some go so far as to say that 
many of the monthly issues are 
worth a dollar each. Now the Maga- 
zine will be sent for a year, afd the 
book with it for one dollar. In this 
way our list of subscribers will be in- 
creased, and we are confident we can 
keep those new subscribers, and the 
person who sends the new name will 
receive the book. 

The press notices continue most 
laudatory of this sterling work. The 
“Reformed Presbyterian Witness,” 
the organ of the descendants of the 
fearless old “Covenanters,” says of 
the book: “The author gives abun- 
dant evidence to show that the cur- 
rent controlling Protestant life is 
flowing swiftly toward a superficial, 
worldly, ritualistic religion. The edi- 
tors of the “Witness” cordially com- 
mend the book to our readers as a 
graphic presentation of a Romeward 
tendency in current Protestantism.” 

Our friends who cannot easily get 
a new subscriber can have the 
above book by sending fifty cents 
when renewing their own subscrip- 
tion for this year. All subscriptions 
are now due. Indeed, they were due 
last month, at the end of the year, and 
some friends kindly sent the renewal. 
We hope all the others will be equally 
kind and considerate this month, and 
by sending their own subscription 
now, get that matter out of the way. 





